
PHILEMON



1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother: To Philemon 
our dear friend and coworker, 2 to Apphia our sister,to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church that meets in your home. 3 Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I 
hear of your love for all the saints and the faith that you have in the 
Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your participation in the faith may become 
effective through knowing every good thing that is in us [b] for the 
glory of Christ. 7 For I have great joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, 
brother. 8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to 
command you to do what is right, 9 I appeal to you, instead, on the basis
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+1&version=CSB#fen-CSB-29927b


of l o v e. I , Pa u l , a s a n el d er l y ma n a n d n o w a l so a s a pr iso n er o f C h r ist
Jesu s, 10 a ppea l t o y o u f o r my so n , O n esi mu s. I bec a me h is f a t h er w h i l e I
w a s in c h a in s. 11O n c e h e w a s u sel ess t o y o u , bu t n o w h e is u sef u l bo t h t o
y o u a n d t o me. 12 I a m sen d in g h im ba c k t o y o u —I a m sen d in g my v er y
o w n h ea r t . 13I w a n t ed t o k eep h im w it h me, so t h a t in my impr iso n men t
f o r t h e g o spel h e mig h t ser v e me in y o u r pl a c e. 14Bu t I d id n ’t w a n t t o d o
a n y t h in g w it h o u t y o u r c o n sen t , so t h a t y o u r g o o d d eed mig h t n o t be
o u t o f o bl ig a t io n , bu t o f y o u r o w n f r ee w i l l . 15Fo r per h a ps t h is i s w h y
h e w a s sepa r a t ed f r o m y o u f o r a br ief t ime, so t h a t y o u mig h t g et h im
ba c k per ma n en t l y , 16 n o l o n g er a s a sl a v e, bu t mo r e t h a n a sl a v e—a s a
d ea r l y l o v ed br o t h er . H e i s espec ia l l y so t o me, bu t h o w mu c h mo r e t o
y o u , bo t h in t h e f l esh a n d i n t h e Lo r d . 17So i f y o u c o n si d er me a pa r t n er ,
w el c o me h im a s y o u w o u l d me. 18An d if h e h a s w r o n g ed y o u in a n y w a y ,
o r o w es y o u a n y t h in g , c h a r g e t h a t t o my a c c o u n t .
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19I, Paul, write this with my own hand : I will repay it —not to mention to
you that you owe me even your very self . 20 Yes, brother, may I benefit
from you in the Lord ; refresh my heart in Christ . 21 Since I am
confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say . 22 Meanwhile, also prepare a guest room
for me, since I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to
you . 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus,sends you greetings,
and so do 24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my coworkers . 25 The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit .
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Justification: 
w e h a v e been  sa v ed  f r o m t h e pen a l t y  o f  sin . 
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As a slave to Sin (one who has not yet experienced 
ju st i f ic a t io n ),  w e a r e:
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In  n eed  o f  r esc u e f r o m 
d a r k n ess

C o l o ssia n s 1:13

Al ien a t ed  f r o m G o d ;  C o l o ssia n s 1:21

D ea d  in  o u r  sin  C o l o ssia n s 2:13

G r a t i f ied  o u r  sin f u l  n a t u r e Eph esia n s 2:1

Fa r  a w a y  f r o m G o d G a l a t ia n s 2:13



Implications of Justification in the life of Onesimus:

I t  c h a n g ed  H is id en t i t y ;  

I t  c h a n g ed  H is po si t io n ;

I t  c h a n g ed  H is f a mi l y . 

ph i l emo n



philemon

M a d e a l iv e in  G o d C o l o ssia n s 2:13;  Eph esia n s 2:5

R esc u ed  f r o m d a r k n ess C o l o ssia n s 1:13

Br o u g h t  n ea r  t h r o u g h  t h e 
bl o o d  o f  Jesu s 

G a l a t ia n s 3:13

G o d ’s w o r k ma n sh ip Eph esia n s 2:10

Pa r t  o f  G o d ’s h o u seh o l d G a l a t ia n s 2:19-20

As a  sl a v e t o  G o d  (o n e w h o  has ex per ien c ed  
ju st i f ic a t io n ),  w e a r e:
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Summary 

W h en  O n esimu s bec a me a  bel iev er  in  C h r ist , Pa u l  u r g ed  Ph i l emo n  t o  

r ec o g n iz e h im u n d er  h is n ew  id en t i t y  a s a  br o t h er  in  C h r ist  a n d  n o  

l o n g er  a s a  sl a v e. W h en  w e ex per ien c e ju st i f ic a t io n , bec o min g  

f o l l o w er s o f  C h r ist , o u r  d ea d  sel f  t h a t  w a s a  sl a v e t o  sin  i s g o n e 

a n d  w e a r e g iv en  a  n ew  id en t i t y , a  n ew  po si t io n  bef o r e G o d , a n d  a  

n ew  f a mi l y . D o  w e l iv e w it h in  t h is n ew  id en t i t y ? O r  d o  w e c o n t in u e 

t o  l iv e a s a  sl a v e t o  sin ? 
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In t er est ed  in  l ea r n in g  mo r e a bo u t  mo d er n -d a y  sl a v er y ? T a k e a  l o o k  
a t  t h e f o l l o w in g  o r g a n iz a t io n s d o in g  t r emen d o u s w o r k  in  t h is 

a r ea  a l l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e w o r l d .

In t er n a t io n a l l y :
In t er n a t io n a l  Ju st ic e M issio n  w w w .i jm.o r g

St a t e-W id e:
T h e R ef u g e f o r  D M ST  w w w .t h er ef u g ea u st in .o r g /

Lo c a l l y : 
K ey 2Fr ee w w w .t h ek ey 2f r ee.o r g /
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